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Marked for Mission? 



The Jewish 
Mikveh 

“any gathering of waters” 

•  Rising 
•  Standing tall 
•  Straightway 
 

What am I? 
 

Leviticus 15:16 
 
 

 
 
 



The Laying on of Hands 
�  A custom that predates 

Exodus 

�  The transferring or 
shifting of responsibility 
in the community 

�  A public binding, 
followed by the 
participation in a 
common meal 

Genesis 48:14 
“Laying on of Hands”  

Henry Barclay Sweet (1900) 



The Early Church 

�  The newly baptized 
emerged from the water. 

�  Anointed over whole body 
and marked with the sign 
of the cross. 

�  Re-clothed 

�  Brought into the 
Eucharistic assembly for 
the first time 

�  Received the Body and 
Blood of Christ  

Egyptian Baptistry, 4th Century 



Age of the 
Church Fathers 

Justin, Martyr (c. 150) 

Clement of Alexandra (c. 200) 

Tertullian of Carthage (c. 155-220 

Origen (c. 185-253) 

Hippolytus of Rome (c. 236) 

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage (c. 200-258) 

Ambrose of Milan (340-397) 

John Chrysostom in Antioch (347-407) 

Jerome (c. 347-420) 

Augustine (354-430) 

Saint Ambrose by Procaccini,  
16th Century 



Faustus of Riez 
In baptism we are 

washed; after baptism 
we are strengthened.  

 
“Although the benefits of rebirth 

suffice immediately for those 
about to die, nevertheless the 

helps of confirmation are 
necessary for those who will 

prevail.” 



Rabanus Maurus 
Bishop of Mainz, d. 835 

 “Episcopal chrismation 
and laying on of  hands 
brings the grace of  the 
Spirit into the Baptized 
with all the fullness of  
sanctity, power, and 
knowledge.” 

  



8TH – 12TH 
Centuries 

By the 11th century, in many areas infants  
ceased to receive communion. 

The age of seven became a standard  
as the “age of discretion.” 

The rite of  
initiation: 
•  Baptism 
•  Confirmation 
•  First Communion 



Why Confirmation? 

•  7 years is the age of  
discretion 

•  Rudiments of  the faith 
needed to be learned: 
•  The Creed 
•  The Lord’s Prayer 
•  The Ave Maria  

1282 Canon required 
Confirmation be the 
prerequisite to receiving 
communion.  

His aim was to rescue 
Confirmation from 
“damnable negligence” 
because bishops were not 
visiting parishes for 
Confirmation.  



The Reformation 
Confirmation was: 

•  Increase of grace 

•  Power to preach to others 

•  Spiritual maturity 

•  And strength for battle in 
the Christian life 

 

Confirmation became the 
ratification by an adult to the 
Baptismal promises made on 
one’s behalf when one was an 
infant. 

Thomas Cranmer  

1540 Book of  Common Prayer 



The Episcopal Church 
Confirmation emerged as a sign of  membership 
because the United States had various Protestant 
religious values, historically, and geographically.  

A biblical foundation was necessary to explain this 
sacramental sign – Acts 8:14-17  

The local priest baptizes and at a later time, the 
bishop representing the Apostolic ministry, confers 
the laying on of  hands. Those who are Confirmed are 
members of  that particular parish, and then can 
receive all “benefits.”  



“Modern”  
Schools of Thought 

Mason-Dix (1946) 

�  Confirmation completes 
baptism 

�  The Spirit was not active in 
Baptism which was a 
cleansing from sin 

�  Confirmation is Baptism of  
the Spirit through the 
laying on of  hands 

�  The ‘seal’ of  completion  

GW Lampe (1951) 

�  Confirmation is a post-
apostolic rite for 
strengthening 

�  Baptism is the ‘seal’ 

�  Baptism and Confirmation 
should be reunited 

Leonel Mitchell: One is 
sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism, 
whether it is the seal of consignation 
or the inward grace of the washing.  

 



1979 Book of 
Common Prayer 

Baptism is full initiation 
into the Church, and all 
baptized are welcome to 
receive communion.  
 
Those baptized at an 
early age are expected, 
when prepared and ready, 
to make a mature public 
affirmation of  their faith 
and receive the laying on 
of  hands by the bishop.  

 
 



The Future ??? 

�  Who NEEDS to be Confirmed? 

�  What is meant by MEMBERSHIP? 

�  What PREPARATION is necessary? 

�  What is the AGE of discretion or when can one 
make a MATURE decision?  



What’s YOUR Theology? 



What was your 
confirmation 
experience? 

� How old were you?  

� What church or 
denomination were you 
part of? 

� What did your preparation 
entail? 

� How did your experience 
prepare you to renew your 
commitment to Christ? 

�  In retrospect, what could 
have been different?  



Vows 
� What vows have you made in your 

life? 

� How well have you kept them? 

� What or who helped you sustain 
and nurture those promises over 
the years? 



What do you 
believe is the 
purpose of  

confirmation? 

� What do you 
believe the 
effects of  
Confirmation are, 
if  any? 

� What is the view 
of  Confirmation 
in your 
congregation? 



Being “Duly Prepared” 

What does this mean  
for us today? 



Foundations of Faith 
The 5 Marks of Mission   

•  How can we be 
prepared to live 
these out? 

•  What role does 
Confirmation 
play? 

Our Baptismal Covenant 

•  What helps us 
grow in our 
discipleship of  
Jesus Christ? 

•  Confirmed (or 
not), how are YOU 
Marked for 
Mission? 



http://theconfirmationproject.com  


