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HOLY WEEK IN A BOX 
 
Directions: Find a place for your Holy Week box where your household can see it. Perhaps 
you’ve made a home altar – this would be a great place for your box and storytelling this week! 
You might lay out a special cloth on a table for it to be on or draw a picture for the background. 
 
Supplies 

§ A small box (a shoebox or anything that can hold the following items) 
§ Scissors  
§ A small sheet of green construction paper (if you don’t have green paper, color a piece 

of white paper) or a small branch from outside, like a small piece of pine branch or 
forsythia 

§ Jesus figure – this could be a LEGO person, wooden peg, paper towel or toilet paper roll 
(create a Jesus in advance with markers and/or construction paper), or Flat Jesus – use 
your imagination! 

§ A coin 
§ Cotton ball or square 
§ A small sheet of red construction paper 
§ Marker or crayon 
§ Photos of people you love 
§ A small white piece of fabric or white napkin (paper or cloth) large enough to cover the 

size of you Jesus figure 
§ A cross (you can draw one on the bottom of the box, make one with wire, pipe-cleaners, 

nails, wixi-stix, construction paper, or two sticks tied together) 
 
 
Palm Sunday 
 
Read Mark 11:1-11 (God’s Word, My Voice) 
 
Jesus and his disciples were getting close to Jerusalem. When they were near the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of the disciples into the village ahead. He told them, “Right as you get 
into the village, you’ll find a donkey that has never been ridden before. Untie him and bring him 
back to me. Someone might ask what you think you’re doing. Just tell them, ‘The Lord needs it 
and we’ll bring it right back.’” So they went into the village and it happened just as Jesus had 
told them it would.  
 
They brought the donkey to Jesus and put their coats on it for him to sit on. As Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem, people spread their coats on the road in front of him. Others laid down branches 
from the field. Everyone was shouting and singing, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Blessed is the Son of David, Hosanna!” 
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Once he was in Jerusalem, he went to the temple. Then he saw that it was getting late, so he 
went to Bethany with his twelve disciples. 
 

* * * 
 
Take the green paper and the Jesus figure out of the box. Cut the paper into palm leaves. Place 
them and Jesus beside the closed box. The people waved palm leaves to welcome Jesus into 
Jerusalem. Add Jesus and the palm branches to your sacred space. 
 
Share: How can we welcome Jesus into our home?  
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
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Holy Monday 
 
Read Mark 11:15-19 (Common English Bible, adapted) 
 

The next day they returned to Jerusalem. After entering the temple, Jesus chased out those 
who were selling and buying things there. He pushed over the tables used for money trading 
and the chairs of those who sold doves. He didn’t allow anyone to carry anything through the 
temple.  He taught them, “Hasn’t it been written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for 
all nations?’ But you’ve turned it into a hideout for crooks.” The head priests and other men 
heard this and tried to find a way to hurt Jesus. They thought he was dangerous because the 
whole crowd was interested in what he was teaching. When it was evening, Jesus and his 
disciples left the city. 
 

* * * 
 
Take the coin out of the box. Place the coin on the box with Jesus beside it. The people in the 
Temple were cheating others out of their money and Jesus got very angry. He said the Temple 
should be a place for everyone to pray. 
 
Share: How can we use our money wisely?  
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
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Holy Tuesday 
 
Read John 12:1-8 (God’s Word, My Voice) 
 
Six days before Passover, Jesus and his disciples were in Bethany, where Lazarus and his sisters 
lived. (Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, remember?) Martha put on a lovely dinner for 
them. After supper, Mary brought out some very expensive perfumed oil and massaged Jesus’ 
feet with it. Then she wiped them dry with her hair. The whole house was full of the fragrance. 
Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples, the one who was going to betray Jesus to the authorities, 
ruined the moment by saying, “I can’t believe you didn’t sell this perfume and give money to 
the poor.” It’s not like Judas cared at all about the poor. He said that because he was a thief. He 
was the treasurer of the disciples and used to steal from the money they had set aside.  
 
Jesus said, “Back off. Leave her alone. She honors me with this beautiful perfume and her care 
of me. She bought that perfume to prepare me for my burial. You always have the opportunity 
to help poor people. You won’t always have me here with you in the flesh.” 
 

* * * 
 
Take out the photos from the box and lay them on your altar. Jesus’ friends loved him very 
much. They wanted him to be well fed and clean. They knew something might happen to him. 
Take out the cotton ball in your box. Find some scented hand cream or essential oils and 
carefully put some on the cotton. Smell it and “anoint” your hand with the cream or oil. 
 
Share: How do you honor and care for the people that you love? 
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
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Holy Wednesday 
 
Read Mark 12:28-34 (God’s Word, My Voice) 
 
Again, the next day they went back to the Temple and Jesus began to teach. A scribe had been 
listening to Jesus and the church leaders talking, and he was impressed with what Jesus had to 
say. So he asked Jesus, “Which commandment is the most important commandment?” Jesus 
answered, “This one: Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. And the 
second most important is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. No other 
commandment is greater than these.” The scribe said, “You are so right, teacher. These 
commandments are more important than any offering or sacrifice.” Jesus was impressed and 
said, “You’re not far from the kingdom of God. I can tell.” After that, no one dared to ask Jesus 
any questions.  
 

* * * 
 
Go outside and find some stones. Bring them inside and pile them on your altar. Stones are 
heavy, but love is stronger. Take the heart out of the box and put it on top of the stones.  
 
Share: How can we show love to one another?  
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
 
  



Copyright © 2020 Sharon Ely Pearson. Adapted from a variety of resources, including Building Faith 
and  GodVenture.co.uk. Readings are from the Common English Bible and God’s Word, My Voice by Lyn Zill 
Briggs. 
 

6 

Maundy Thursday 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (God’s Word, My Voice) 
 
Here’s what was given to me (Paul) by the Lord and now I’m passing on to you. On the night 
when he was betrayed by one of his friends, Jesus took a loaf of bread and gave thanks to God 
for it. He broke the bread and handed it around the table, saying, “This is my body, which is 
given for you. Remember me when you do this.” Then after supper he took the cup of wine and 
lifted it up and said, “This is the agreement between you and God. Remember me every time 
you drink it. Whenever you eat this bread and drink this wine, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.” 

* * * 
 
Draw a cup and plate on the top of the box. Place the Jesus figure next to it. This was the last 
meal Jesus had with his friends.  
 
Share: I wonder how his friends felt when they heard Jesus’ words? Do you ever celebrate this 
special meal to remember Jesus at church? 
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
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Good Friday 
 
Read Mark 15:1, 15, 22-25, 33-34, 37, 39-46 (Common English Bible, paraphrased) 
 
After dinner, Jesus and his disciples went to pray in a garden. Soldiers came, arrested Jesus, and 
took him away. At daybreak, the chief priests—with the elders, legal experts, and the whole 
Sanhedrin—formed a plan. They bound Jesus, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate, the 
Roman governor. 
 
At Pilate’s house, there was a large crowd that was shouting, “Kill him! Crucify him!” Pilate 
wanted to satisfy the crowd, so he released Barabbas, another criminal to them instead. He had 
Jesus whipped, then handed him over to be crucified. 
 
They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means Skull Place. They tried to give 
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he didn’t take it. They nailed him to a cross. They divided up 
his clothes, drawing lots for them to determine who would take what. It was nine in the 
morning when they crucified him.  
 
 From noon until three in the afternoon the whole earth was dark. At three, Jesus cried out with 
a loud shout, “My God, my God, why have you left me?” When the centurion, who stood facing 
Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “This man was certainly God’s Son.” 
 
Some women were watching from a distance, including Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and Salome. Since it was late in the afternoon, just before the 
Sabbath, Joseph from Arimathea dared to approach Pilate and ask for Jesus’ body. Pilate 
wondered if Jesus was already dead. When he learned from the centurion that Jesus was dead, 
Pilate gave the dead body to Joseph. Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Jesus down from the 
cross, wrapped him in the cloth, and laid him in a tomb that had been carved out of rock. He 
rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 
 

* * * 
 
Take out the cross out and place it against the box. Jesus’ enemies wanted him out of the way. 
When he was praying with his friends, they came and had him arrested. They told lies, and 
Jesus was put to death on the cross. His friends were very sad. They didn’t know what was 
happening. Wrap the Jesus figure in the white cloth, place it in the box and close the box. Jesus’ 
friends buried him in a tomb and wondered what would happen next.  
 
Share: I wonder what it might be like not to have Jesus with us.  
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer  
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Holy Saturday 
 
Read Mark 15:46-47 (Common English Bible) 
 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Jesus down from the cross, wrapped him in the cloth, and laid 
him in a tomb that had been carved out of rock. He rolled a stone against the entrance to the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was buried. 
 

* * * 
 
Keep the box closed today. Put your stones on top of it. Jesus’ friends put his body in the tomb 
that belonged to a man named Joseph from Arimathea. The Roman authorities made sure that 
soldiers guarded the tomb. They didn’t want anyone to steal the body. It was a very sad day. 
The disciples didn’t think they would ever see Jesus again.  
 
Share: When you are sad, what do you do to make yourself feel better? 
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
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Easter Sunday 
 
Read Mark 16:1-7 (Common English Bible, paraphrased) 
 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices so that they could go and anoint Jesus’ dead body. Very early on Sunday, just after 
sunrise, they came to the tomb. They were saying to each other, “Who’s going to roll the stone 
away from the entrance for us?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled 
away. (And it was a very large stone!)  Going into the tomb, they saw a young man in a white 
robe seated on the right side; and they were startled. But he said to them, “Don’t be alarmed! 
You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised. He isn’t here. 
Look, here’s the place where they laid him. Go, tell his disciples, especially Peter, that he is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you.” 
 

* * * 
 
Gather flowers or growing things from your home or outside. Bring them to your altar space. 
Open the box. Place the Jesus figure beside it and place the cloth inside it. On Sunday the 
women came to the tomb. They were so surprised to find an angel who said, “Jesus has been 
raised.” Because Jesus has been raised from death, he can be with us now. Alleluia! He is Risen! 
Happy Easter! Even though we do not see him, we know that Jesus will always be with us, just 
like he promised.  
 
Share: I wonder when you know that Jesus is with you?  
 
Together: Say the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sing a happy song! 
 


